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on winning this esteemed title. Spc. Lima will 
now go on to represent the 10th Mountain Di-
vision in the XVIII Airborne Corps Soldier of 
the Year competition. I wish him the best of 
luck and want to extend my thanks for his 
dedicated service to the United States. 
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TRIBUTE TO MS. FLORENCE BASS 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to recognize and extend my sincerest wishes 
to a remarkable woman, Ms. Florence Bass. 
Florence was born in the heart of Brooklyn, 
New York and throughout her life, broke down 
gender barriers in education and military serv-
ice. 

Growing up in the early 20th century, Flor-
ence remembers a life in Brooklyn filled with 
horse-drawn fire trucks, unpaved roads and 
time helping at her family’s neighborhood 
candy store. Raised in a family that valued 
education, Florence was fortunate to attend 
many great schools, including New York Uni-
versity. 

Later moving to New Orleans to attend 
Tulane University, Florence earned a Masters 
Degree in Social Work. At the start of World 
War II, she returned to New York City serving 
as a social worker to the Auxiliary Military 
Hospital Services. As one point, she was sta-
tioned at the historic Brooklyn Navy Yard, a 
pivotal site that’s importance to the American’s 
efforts earned it the nickname ‘‘the Can-Do 
Yard.’’ 

After the war, Florence worked for the Jew-
ish Family and Children’s Resettlement pro-
gram to help refugees. Now at 104, Florence 
is a beloved community member living in 
Brooklyn Heights. I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing Florence Bass for her life-
time of hard work and service. 
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RECOGNIZING MAY AS GBS/CIDP 
AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the month of May as GBS/CIDP 
Awareness Month. Guillain-Barré Syndrome 
(GBS) is an inflammatory disorder of the pe-
ripheral nerves outside the brain and spinal 
cord and is characterized by the rapid onset of 
numbness, weakness, and often paralysis of 
the legs, arms, breathing muscles, and face. 
Chronic Inflammatory Demyelinating 
Polyneuropathy (CIDP) is a rare disorder of 
the peripheral nerves characterized by gradu-
ally increasing sensory loss and weakness as-
sociated with loss of reflexes. The number of 
new cases per year of CIDP is about 1–2 per 
100,000 people, but can be as high as 9 per 
100,000 in some areas. 

Founded by Estelle Benson, the GBS/CIDP 
Foundation International is the preeminent 
global non-profit organization supporting indi-
viduals and their families affected by Guillain- 
Barré syndrome (GBS), chronic inflammatory 

demyelinating polyneuropathy (CIDP), and re-
lated syndromes such as multifocal motor neu-
ropathy (MMN) through a commitment to, edu-
cation, research, and advocacy. I know first- 
hand the importance of the foundation’s work; 
two of my daughters and a granddaughter 
have contracted Guillain-Barré Syndrome 
(GBS). The foundation provided us, as it does 
with all patients, a critical community of med-
ical specialists and survivors and their families 
to ensure that all three were given the best 
treatment and could recover as quickly as 
possible. 

Tonight, Estelle is being honored by The 
National Organization for Rare Disorders 
(NORD) with the Abbey S. Meyers Leadership 
Award on behalf of the Foundation for their 
continued dedication to supporting patients 
with GBS, CIDP and related conditions. I call 
on my colleagues to join me in congratulating 
Estelle Benson and recognizing the work of 
the GBS/CIDP Foundation International on be-
half of patients and their families. 
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U.S. SUGAR IS UNDER ATTACK 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, American 
sugar is under attack on its home turf. Despite 
costing taxpayers absolutely nothing for 14 of 
the past 15 years, some want to dismantle this 
program, a program—I might add—that sup-
ports 140,000 jobs in 22 states. 

Countries like Mexico flood and dump into 
our country cheap, low quality sugar, under-
cutting American producers. Meanwhile, Big 
Candy Corporations takes advantage of these 
low prices then argue that their foreign com-
petitors pay less than they do, even though 
the data says otherwise. The reality is that 
sugar prices have stagnated over the last 30 
years, stumbling behind the rate of inflation 
and forcing producers to work on razor-thin 
margins. 

But Big Candy wants you to think they’re 
being treated unfairly. In the 80’s—back when 
my hair was blonde and my right hand held a 
gavel—your average candy bar cost about 35- 
cents and contained a mere 2-cents worth of 
sugar. 

In 2018, the average candy bar costs about 
a buck-fifty and still contains only 2-cents 
worth of sugar in. Big Candy’s profits rise and 
they keep the little guy’s cut. 

That’s why we need U.S. sugar policy, Mr. 
Speaker. In the last thirty years, half of the 
U.S.’s sugar operations have shut down. If Big 
Candy gets its way, the other half will soon 
follow. 

I appreciate fellow Texan, Chairman CON-
AWAY’s tireless efforts in crafting this vital leg-
islation and preserving America’s Ag industry 
for another five years. I oppose any action to 
put American sugar growers out of business. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GLENN THOMPSON 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, on Tuesday, May 15, 2018, I was 
absent for the evening vote series. Had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 181; YEA on Roll Call No. 182; and YEA 
on Roll Call No. 183. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH 
BIRTHDAY OF WILBERT LANNON 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Wilbert Lannon of Cotuit, Mas-
sachusetts; who turns 100 years young on Fri-
day, May 25th. 

Wilbert has been devoted to taking care of 
others from an early age. After growing up in 
Roslindale, he displayed his devotion to family 
when—following his father’s passing—he 
chose to stay home and help instead of at-
tending the United States Military Academy at 
West Point. 

In 1950, Wilbert served his country in the 
United States Army Air Corps for four years. 
He returned home to Roslindale and married 
his wife Mary. They would go on to raise two 
children, Elizabeth and Ferne, and spend 55 
blissful years of marriage together. The 
Lannon Family settled in Medfield and Wilbert, 
a dedicated and caring father, supported his 
family by working in the insurance business 
until his retirement in 2010. 

Wilbert’s daughter Elizabeth speaks incred-
ibly highly of her father, noting his compassion 
and dedication to taking care of others. He 
truly understands the value of lending a hand. 
In 1960, he drove his family to the New York 
World Fair just to see his children smile. He 
has dedicated his life to caring for his family 
and loved ones, including spending every mo-
ment taking care of his daughter, Ferne and 
wife, Mary when they fell ill. 

Today, he lives in Cotuit, near his loving 
daughter Elizabeth, where he continues to 
lend a hand to the residents of his retirement 
home. Wilbert, always ready to help, is truly 
beloved by everyone who has the opportunity 
to cross his path. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Wilbert 
Lannon on his 100th birthday. I ask that my 
colleagues join me in wishing him many more 
years of good health and happiness. 

f 

CONGRATULATING NORTH COUN-
TRY COMMUNITY COLLEGE ON 
ITS 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize North Country Commu-
nity College on its 50th anniversary. 
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